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SUBJECT: HORSE-TRADING CONTINUES TO PORM GOVERNMENT IN MAHARASHTRA 

REF: NEW DELHI 3376; BOMBAY 542 (NOTAL 

1. THE ALMOST BYZANTINE MANEUVERING AMONG POLITICAL 
PARTIES TO PORM A GOVERNMENT IN MAHARASHTRA CONTINUES 
WITH NO CLEAR RESOLUTION IN SIGHT. THE SITUATION IS 
EVEN MORE PLUID AND CONPUSED THAN YESTERDAY. LAST NIGHT 
IT APPEARED THAT CONGRESS(R) AND CONGRESS (I) WERE ON 
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THE BRINK OP AGREEING TO A JOINT COALITION GOVERNMENT 
IN THE STATE UNDER WHICH OUTGOING CONGRESS (R) CHIEP 
MINISTER VASANTDADA PATIL WOULD BE THE CHIEP MINISTER, 

A CONGRESS (I) PIGURE WOULD BE DEPUTY CHIEP MINISTER 
AND THE MINISTERIAL PORTPOLIOS WOULD BE EQUALLY DIVIDED 
BETWEEN THE TWO CONGRESSESS. YET, WITHIN HOURS ALTER 
THE MORNING PAPERS HIT THE STREETS REPORTING THIS 
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DEVELOPMENT, THE "UNDERSTANDING" SUDDENLY COLLAPSED. 
PATIL ANNOUNCED IN DELHI THAT MRS. GANDHI'S TERMS 
EOR EORMING A CONGRESS (R)/CONGRESS (I) MINISTRY WERE 
"UNACCEPTABLE" AND HE DEPARTED EOR BOMBAY IN A HUEF. 

A VERY WELL-CONNECTED JOURNALIST IN DELHI TELLS US 
THAT THE ARRANGEMENT EOUNDERED LAST NIGHT WHEN 
MRS. GANHDI DEMANDED THAT PATIL SIGN A LETTER ADDRESSED 
TO HER AS THE HEAD OE THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS AND 
GRANTING HER FULL POWER TO SETTLE ANY DISPUTES WITHIN 
THE COALITION GOVERNMENT. MRS. GANDHI IN EFEECT 
DEMANDED AN ABJECT SURRENDER BY THE CONGRESS (R) 

TO HER CLAIM OF BEING THE "REAL" CONGRESS, AS WELL AS 
LULL VETO POWER OVER POLICY-MAKING IN MAHARASHTRA. 

WE HAVE HEARD A SIMILAR ACCOUNT OE THE BREAKDOWN EROM 
A CONGRESS (R) MP WHO IS STRONGLY OPPOSED TO MRS. GANDHI. 
HIS NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD AN "UNDERSTNADING" WITH 
MRS. GANDHI IN MAHARASHTRA, WHICH HE SAID WAS SHARED 
BY MANY OTHERS IN THE PARTY, SUGGESTS THAT THERE 
MAY BE A CERTAIN STIEFENING OE RESOLVE IN THE 
CONGRESS (U) RANKS ALTER THE INITIAL PANIC OP THE POST- 
ELECTORAL DAYS HAD DISSIPATED. DESPLITE THIS BREAK- 
DOWN, LATE REPORTS INDICATE THAT NYEW EPFORTS ARE 
UNDER WAY TO PORM A COALITION MINISTRY OP THE TWO 
CONGRESSES IN THE STATE. CONGEN BOMBAY REPORTS THAT 
SIMILAR CONFUSION PREVAILS IN MAHARASHTRA OVER 
MINISTRY PORMATION AND THAT THE CITY IS RIPE WITH 
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CONPLICTING STORIES. 

2. MEANWHILE, JANATAS EPPORTS TO FORM A GOVERNMENT 
ON ITS OWN IN THE STATE WITH THE HELP OF ALLIES AND 
INDEPENDENTS CONTUIE. WE CONTINUE TO HEAR REPORTS 
THAT JANATA IS ATTEMPTING TO WOO SOME 10 TO 20 CONGRESS 
(R) LEGISLATORS INTO ITS CAMP IN ORDER TO CREATE A 
LARGER AND MORE STABLE MAJORITY. 

GOHEEN 
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